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sk ’AXhosmge. drama’}unfoldm5~ in- 4
Colomb:a pits FHuntington ' Beach-
.pased; organization:that specialized |
“inztranslating:thé;Bible.for. remote:
;peoples::agai A huv;ly drmed |
,guerrxlla<group «that_has lndmpe¢
-one of its American workers.._,__ ]
e Iheaguemnas‘:mok :Chestei ,\AA.
Bluerman i hos‘tege at gunpoint:in
Bogota ‘on“Jan:'19..The kidnappers’
‘say they-will kill ‘Bitterfan unless’

Wycliffe.Bible : Translators.. with<
‘draws. by Feb.. 19 the 109 people xt-
has in'Columbia. ; =t by
"‘Wychffeoffxcalssald F‘nday that.
‘the*organization:. .whose. 4, ,000
workers are’ t.ramlaung the :Scrip--
Lura into 750 languages.in 36 coun-:
tries; will “not yield” to the demand
and-will * "oope"ate fully with.the,
Colombxa.n govemment..m its stand
against the guerrillas.’,; "=
*~The: :povernments of. both the
‘United -States ard Colombia have
stat.ed that 'the ‘will not negonate

-for‘Bltt'erman sr'e'IE,aé‘é }%ﬂﬁﬁ“*
nE The “kidnappers, who claim:to be
span m-:the-.AanﬁSéMovemem“
:known as’M#19, £hargedin’ a:'s!a’t.e--
ment delwered toa:BogotamewspaE?
iper: Lhat.t.he-lmgmstand.hxsorgam,:
Zzation aré riamaffront:te; Sh/Sour )
pnational sovereignty: ,and-“ameaps
-bywhich the:plunder.of ouxfnanon"‘
2l resourcesis institutionalized ¥ .,..,f
rmThe;;Coiomhran* rminister-dof
govemmenhGerman.Zea Hermm-~
ydez,.said-tirat. w:hen,Wychffe aor::
;its subsidiary, meSmmenlmnunr
‘“of Linguistics, is-conniected. withzhe
}115 government, as: the vuernuas
ave charged, ;35 e s s 4
- 3The United. St;{e: ‘éoé"{t

o -l"l

anythmgtndo with the,msu te, A
“Hernandez said.It's a. pnvate ‘or=3
gamzauon that“has contac(avwnh

Colomblan govemmem SR

x hi:eatenm

,never be. forced to negouate under
prwsure. -:,.*53‘3" RN

Wychﬂ’e.hasalso been cnt:cxzed
t;:x some anthropologxsts,,leit- ing:
{political groupsand by a conférericest
isponsored brthe\World Coimil of
{Churches eﬁm, R Lt
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Cn:uz contend That Wydliffeis ail

irrmt > that its: workers:
have dem‘oyed. the cultures and po—!
hitieal~ develo me.nt of‘mdxoeuuusl

%eomse

iing 198." classv‘grves»college
ievedit forleamms:’to organize such’s
Getivitiesand analyzing the results.
::The‘smdenw,,whd said'they sup-
I “shouted.

?,-Theworld s largestBl tr
-non orgamzaﬁon., Wycliffe: xseeks
; communal. groups-whose
. _,are'-'u:nwnrten p-’:md -1
'wezksthh them to’ develop ,
'p’ixabel ‘orimers and dlctxonane
~~W.-Cameron-Townsend, now: 84-
fcwﬁed-Wydxffe ‘4T years ago’as a
Jmmng ‘school-for. people planning:
do° study - mdlgenous languages -in.
Tatin America: Since’ the: first field
Lwork'began in: Mexico-in: 1935, the
’f rgzmzauon “has: “produced *more |
5600 puhhshed “articles  de-
_d_ custorns-of

- ’its name: from® .Tohn Wyecliffe;- t.he-
14 Century-English religious refor
‘mer-who produced the first transla 5
‘tion of the Bible into Enghs T
3 *Wycliffe-workers, whoraise theu'
own-ﬁnanclal ‘support- beioregomg
into the field, teach villagers to read;
‘and write; ;and  they . ‘translate: the
New. Testament mto the mbe 4 larr-

'-— M We don 't preach onbapuz Our;
goal is: to»-let: the_ ‘people ‘develop:

ir- OWIE: eLhmc ‘Tninority:. tan-;
guages—and beall they can be—not
.change -their cultures: When t.he
translauon ns done.weleave o

‘eldest:of elght chxldren and a grad-
inate’ of :Columbia-Bible' College int
:South; Carolina: {He and -his. wife
Brenda;andatheu: two-daughters;
.ages:3-; and:1%2, went to-Wycliffe's:
cemer-‘at.' Loma=Linda,: 85~ miles’
\southeastaf Bogota*'m September.

Jjor, Colombla to translate for.t the €a.

m;oha—lndlan tribe. ST ks
23 ychffe “sources-said: Bitterrnan |
Twas -atWycliffe’s Bogota, headquar

ztér om Jan:: 19, the day he was cap-
tured.‘because he had been sched-v
.uled for galf b}adder surgery sever~
afdayslater, R . 3]

£who wnnessed t.he abducuon of her;
axlmg,husband a man, dressed as a.
"police officer knocked orrthe'déor: of
ithe headquarters about “6:30-. amd

When thedoor was opened;six men
and womem ~armed witlr. machine
“guns; burst in; Seeking- Wychffe'dx—

i Wychffe personnel saxd the guer-
nllas ‘spentmore thanam hourat the'
headquarters;~ searching Sfor.: doc) .
‘uments and questioning the sm;Wy-=
‘cliffe workers t.here;Fn_na"lly. Wy-1

grabbed thterman and sax‘
take this man 7525 B
u- The. kxdnapex‘s fled in a,Wyc)iffe;
car taklng short-wave :radlo 'and
tbf ide equipmientias we

Mrs % Bitterman whose arentsq
fgre also Wyeliffe workers in l()3010111—5
bia; teported that shie had recefved a;
Helter  from ther *husband - Feb.2¢
{whith said that ié had been treated !
twell and' that his health was holdmgi

pdespitehis nee‘d forsurgery, =3

“He wrote-that'Lie had, asked his’

aptnr,s fo;_)l dhad beeﬂ’ 3
ga {Spanish-language Bible: Mrs:
it emansmd..,mﬁ*"’ié,?'“% e
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